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SPOTTED!

Heirloom 
Book Sets

Juniper Books turns 
classics, cookbooks,  
and kid lit into lovely 

little libraries thanks to 
artistic designs and 
shelf-worthy spines. 

Anne of Green Gables set 
$165; juniperbooks.com

MORAL COMPASS

Q Last year, a friend gave me a Christmas present at a  
holiday concert we attended together, and I was horrified  

that I didn’t have anything to give her in return! And, to be honest, 
my gift-giving budget was tapped out. What should I do in a 
situation like this? —Andrea S., Colleyville, TX

RESOURCE

Mantel Makeovers
E-design service Laurel & Wolf has added “holiday 
decorating” to its list of design services, meaning 

they’ll offer suggestions for merrying up your mantel 
or help you whip up an Instagram-worthy tablescape. 

(Their best-price guarantee on goods can help you 
justify the investment!) $59; laurelandwolf.com 

Need a bigger spruce-up before your guests arrive? Visit laurelandwolf 
.com/countryliving for a full-room makeover package from just $149.

YONDERLUST

Lighted Tractor Parade
On December 2, lighted vintage tractors and  

antique trucks will take over the streets of Calistoga, 
California, for a small-town parade with serious 

country charm. visitcalistoga.com/lightedtractorparade 

NATURE WALK

Greenery
Here’s a quick  

look at the merits  
of common  

seasonal swag.

SEARCH  
& RESCUE

Rake Tree
Give tired old 
garden tools a 
festive twist by 

spray-painting the 
tines green and 

affixing them to a 
single rake stick. 

Attach ornaments 
as you please,  
or create your 

own from colorful 
garden hose 

knobs. Display 
indoors or out.

MERIT BADGE

How to... 
Roast a 

Marshmallow
1. Stick It On.

Insert an extra-long 
(water-soaked) 

bamboo skewer or 
metal roasting stick 
into the center of 
the marshmallow,  
all the way to the 

top. (Pro tip: Insert 
a Rolo candy into 
the marshmallow 
for one-stop-shop 

gooeyness.) 

2. Stake Your Spot.
Hold the marsh-
mallow about 6" 

above the glowing 
embers at the  

base of the fire— 
not directly near  

the flame!

3. Rotate Slowly.
Spin it consistently, 
with a quarter turn 
every 15 seconds. 
Expect roasting to 

take at least  
four minutes. 

Patience is key.

4. Enjoy! 
It’s ready when the 
outer layer is crisp 
and golden brown.  
The inside should 

be perfectly gooey. 

SCOUTED

 Mittens 
Give (or get) a set to brighten blustery days.

IDENTIFICATION KEY

Tartan
A primer on popular 

Scottish patterns
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Irish National Clan MacGregor Gordon Dress Spirit of Scotland Clan MacKinnonRoyal Stewart Black Watch Buchanan Clan Menzies

A Short of stockpiling  
your trunk with a “just in 

case” gift stash (for that,  
try unisex-friendly, under-$10 
enamelware coffee mugs; 
amazon.com), the most 
important thing to remember 
is that gifts aren’t meant to 
be a transactional exchange, 
but a kind gesture. Rather 
than accepting with an 
awkward, “Oh, but I don’t 
have anything for you...” 
show how truly grateful you 
are for this act of kindness. 
Throwing in a personal 

compliment or two (“You’re 
always so good at making 
people feel special! I wish  
I was this on top of my gift 
shopping!”) paired with a 
genuine comment about why 
you love it so much (“I’ve 
been meaning to replace my 
hand towels, and these are  
so my style!”) will leave the 
giver beaming more than any 
tchotchke ever could. Making 
excuses as to why you don’t 
have a gift in return, however, 
can make the other person 
feel uncomfortable. 

Fir
On the pricier end of the 

spectrum, fir trees generally 
hold their needles  

longer than other varieties.

FIELD NOTES
A MISCELLANY OF TIPS, TRICKS, AND TACTICS FOR DECEMBER IN THE NOT-SO WILD

60-plus tractors 
will haul out their 
holiday finest in 
Napa Valley.

Cat $89; 
katespade.com

Faux Fur $27; 
jcrew.com

Striped $48; 
oeufnyc.com

Cable Knit $16; 
bodenusa.com

Penguin $69; 
stellamccartney.com

Fox $30; 
ohnoyouknitit 

.etsy.com

Fair Isle $32; 
isotoner.com

Double-layered 
$69; llbean.com

Spruce
Full-bodied and strong, 

spruce trees hold up  
well to hefty ornaments.

Pine
The fastest-growing  

of the bunch, pine trees 
are generally a good 
economical option. 
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