
52  COUNTRYLIVING.COM / NOVEMBER 2017 COUNTRYLIVING.COM / NOVEMBER 2017   53

SPOTTED!

The Perfect  
Guest Towels

Hosting relatives this holiday 
season? Nothing says  

“make yourself at home” like 
a stack of fluffy towels.  

This medium-weight set, 
made of 100% cotton, is 

seriously soft and dries super 
quickly. Bonus: On-trend 
tassels add design flair. 

Sahara Bath Towels $11-$32; 
carohome.com

MORAL COMPASS

Q Every year, Thanksgiving dinner seems to turn into  
a political shouting match between two members of our 

extended family. What can I do? —Jennifer K., Billings, MT

DECODER

Cabin vs. Cottage vs. Camp
What’s in a name? According to Dale Mulfinger,  

author of the new book The Family Cabin and self-
described “cabinologist,” the difference is location,  

location, location. In the South, Midwest, and West, he 
says, “cabin” is generally the preferred term. Along the 

ocean or in the Great Lakes area, “cottage” prevails. 
And in New England and the Adirondacks? You’ll likely 
hear “camp.” $35 from The Taunton Press; amazon.com

SEARCH & RESCUE 

Second-Life 
Sewing Table
Raid your mother’s  

attic (or antiques stores)  
for a classic Singer 
sewing table, which 

makes for one fashionable 
vanity when paired  

with a vessel sink. (Bases  
are also readily available 

on eBay for as low  
as $40.)

SHORTCUT

Holiday  
Shopping  
Savings

Here’s how to get 
Black Friday-like 

deals without 
throwing elbows. 

MERIT BADGE

How to... 
Win the 

Bigger Half 
of a  

Wishbone
It’s not all about 
luck; there are a 

few tricks to 
getting the bigger 

piece. Get your 
wish ready!

Try to Grab  
the Thicker Side
Set yourself up 
for success; the 

bigger piece  
will be less likely 

to snap first. 

Hold It Close  
to the Center 

Grip your side as 
close to its top  
as you can. The 

shorter the 
distance between 
your fingers and 

the center,  
the stronger the 

piece will be.

Don’t Pull 
(Really!)

Let the other 
person do  

most of the 
pulling, bending 

their piece  
and creating 
weak spots.  

SCOUTED

Drink Dispensers
Stir up a batch of something refreshing and let guests serve themselves. 

IDENTIFICATION KEY

Quilt Blocks
Study up on these  

timeless patterns before 
you drift off to dream.

H A N D - F I N I S H E D !
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G R AY

HONEY
Stop searching  

for coupon codes! 
This service auto- 
matically applies 

available discounts 
at checkout. 

joinhoney.com

PARIBUS
If something goes 
on sale right after 
you buy it online, 

Paribus files to get 
you a partial refund 

from the seller.  
paribus.co 

IBOTTA
Complete easy 

tasks in this app to 
earn rebates from 

major retailers  
such as Walmart 

and Target.  
ibotta.com

SHOPAMI
This app tracks 
discounts from 
your favorite 

brands and lets 
you know before 

they expire. 
shopami.com

Dutchman’s Puzzle Log Cabin Bear’s Paw Ohio Star Maple Leaf Sawtooth Star Dresden Plate Churn Dash Fruit Basket

Rooster  
$116; houzz.com

Wicker  
$37; bedbathand 

beyond.com

Stainless Steel  
$179; schoolhouse 

electric.com

Marbled  
$40; bluewave 

lifestyle.com
Holds two 
gallons!

Splatterware 
$90; roveand 
swig.com

Comes with a 
7.25" iron stand!

Mason Jar  
$20; worldmarket 

.com

FIELD NOTES
A MISCELLANY OF TIPS, TRICKS, AND TACTICS FOR NOVEMBER IN THE NOT-SO WILD

A Is it too late to call dibs 
on a seat at the kids’ 

table? But seriously, while 
politics do not pair well  
with sweet potatoes, a  
well-intentioned discussion  
of the day’s world events  
can quickly spiral into a  
finger-pointing kerfuffle. One 
strategy: Play the moderator, 
asking both sides questions 
of the gentle, curious variety: 
Why do you feel that way? 
What led you to those 
beliefs? Forcing a thoughtful 
deep dive beyond the typical 
“click bait” banter may  
help both parties come to  
an understanding that they 

may not, in fact, have all  
the answers. (This can be a 
victory unto itself.) If that 
doesn’t work, playfully 
transition your questioning  
to less intense topics: 
Potatoes: mashed or sweet? 
Pie: pumpkin or pecan?  
Or try this enterprising 
approach: Place a Ball jar— 
a “Pol” jar—under the table.  
As soon as politics emerges 
as a topic, plop it in the 
center and say you’re 
charging $1 for any time it 
creeps into conversation. 
Then shift the discussion to 
your passionate defense  
of pecan pie over pumpkin.
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