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COASTAL �PETS

A�
P E R F E C T  D A Y  O N  T H E 

shore watching your pooch 

chase crabs and romp in the 

surf: blissful. The clumps of  

wet sand on Fido, in the car, 

and tracked through the house afterward: 

bummer. “It would take forever to wash 

my dog at home after a trip to the beach, 

and he would always escape from the tub 

and get soapy water all over the house,” 

says Jane Donley, whose daily trips with 

her dog to San Diego’s Dog Beach inspired 

her to see a business opportunity. She 

opened Dog Beach Dog Wash to lines so 

long on summer days that she installed a 

seating area out front and began serving 

water and soda to waiting customers. 

Today, self-service dog washes have 

opened in beach towns across the country, 

with convenient features such as tubs at 

waist height for easy access, hoses, dryers, 

and drain guards to capture sand and fur. 

Cathy Sciortino, owner of Barkle ‘N’ Shine 

in Ormond Beach, Florida, started her 

business two years ago. “When people are 

done they can just leave the mess behind, 

and that’s the best part for them,” she says.  

Baths typically cost around $15 per pup, 

and the names of self-service stations alone 

are a hoot, like uShampooch in Redondo 

Beach, California. Whatever the locale, 

Donley emphasizes the importance of a 

laid-back environment. “The kind of dogs 

we see tend to be big beach dogs,” she says. 

“They don’t need perfume or fancy bows 

or anything too froufrou.” 

Still, every pet has his preference—some 

dogs seem to look forward to their cleanup, 

getting so used to the same tub each visit 

that they’ll jump right in, whether it’s 

already occupied or not. Others, even if 

they love playing in the ocean, can put up 

a fuss when it comes time for a bath. But 

at many stations, like Donley’s, freshly 

scrubbed pups can expect plenty of treats: 

“They know where we keep them.”

It’s a Wash

Self-service dog washes are making 
cleanup a�er the beach a breeze 

FAN� 
OF�THE�
MONTH

COASTALLIVING �COM

Our Ultimate 
Beach Getaway 

Guide 
Wondering where to plant your 

beach chair this year? We’ve 

savored coasts around the globe 

(tough job!) and have the 411 on 

the top romantic retreats, family 

vacations, adventurous escapes, 

and more. Find a beach that suits 

your style in our round-up of 

getaways at coastalliving.com/
beach-vacations

CL: What’s your favorite beach 

vacation memory?

Alicia Thomas-Pixler, Omaha, Texas

Taking my 5-year-old on her  
first boat ride on the ocean in 
Galveston, Texas, and seeing a 
mama dolphin and her calf. She 
won’t ever forget that moment. 
Now she wants to move there 
and become an oceanographer!


